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PERTH STADIUM — FERRY SERVICE 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.06 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I seek some 
clarification of the state government’s position on the provision of public transport to the new Perth Stadium. As 
the minister is aware, $5 million was allocated in the 2016–17 state budget as part of the Department of Transport’s 
asset investment program to provide a new multipurpose jetty on the Swan River to service the Perth Stadium 
precinct. I was involved with the working group—the steering committee for the new stadium—on behalf of the 
Premier. The jetty was not included in early discussions, but the more that people like Ron Alexander and 
Richard Mann went out and spoke to the public, the one question they were asked was: will we be able to travel 
by ferry to the new stadium? A discussion was then had with the Department of Transport and it found $5 million 
to put into constructing the new jetty at the stadium. To complement this, the Liberal Party went to the last election 
with a commitment to invest $3 million to buy a new ferry. The Public Transport Authority had informed our 
minister at the time that the Shelley Taylor-Smith, one of two ferries operating between South Perth and 
Elizabeth Quay, would soon need some serious work done on it and that an extra ferry would be needed because 
of the workload now on that run and the number of people using that ferry service. It remains the only service in 
public transport, I believe, that does not cost the government any money. So, a third ferry will be needed. We 
understand those things take time. The other thing about having a third ferry is that it would allow the PTA, in 
time, to run some sort of public transport to the stadium. At the moment I gather it is only going to be charter boats 
or private boats that will be able to take people there. The PTA seems to be keen—it said it would do it—but it 
would prefer any service to be operated by a private operator, as is the case with the South Perth service. The other 
thing about the third ferry is that it would enable an expansion of services elsewhere. If we wanted to run a service 
from the Raffles Hotel into Elizabeth Quay, we would certainly need another boat. 
I have talked about the public’s enthusiasm for ferries many times in this place. People continually come back 
from places like Brisbane and say to us, “They have all these ferries on the Brisbane River; we haven’t got them 
in Perth.” I am sure that it will happen eventually. As our population grows, we will move towards the greater use 
of ferries. Obviously, we did not win the election, so we are not in a position to deliver on that commitment. I guess 
I am asking the minister today, in her role as Minister for Transport and as a big supporter of the new stadium: 
what is her view on ferries? What could we reasonably expect? What can we tell the people of Perth, because I am 
still asked whether people will be able to travel to the new stadium by ferry? What is the time line for the 
construction of the new jetty? We all understand that there has been a hold-up with the footbridge. Has that 
impacted on the construction times for the jetty? When does the minister expect the jetty to be completed? Will 
there be a ferry service to the new stadium in its initial days? When the ferry service comes on board, to what 
extent will members of the public be able to use that ferry service? It is important. 

I hear the government talk a lot about tourism. The Minister for Tourism keeps saying that we are going to get 
more people to Perth. We are excited about that in South Perth. A big development is happening in and around the 
Mends Street precinct. The City of South Perth has plans to build a second jetty at Mends Street, so a lot more 
people will be able to come into that precinct. We see tourists come into Perth and we would like to see South Perth 
as a place where people say, “When you go to Perth, you know you can jump on a ferry, go to a place called 
Mends Street and they have all these cafés, specialty shops and all that stuff, and it’s a great place to go.” This is 
a growing picture that we will see in Perth, with the influx of more tourists, as the Minister for Tourism said on 
return from his trip to Asia. Pivotal to this is the new stadium that was built with taxpayers’ money. It is going to 
be iconic and it will definitely lure visitors from interstate; even Collingwood supporters will come over! I am not 
sure they will be allowed to stay in South Perth, but I am sure there will be big crowds of people. A significant 
number of people will come to watch football and I am sure that international rugby and soccer or whatever is 
played at the stadium will attract big numbers of tourists. 

I had a chat with a couple of private tourist operators the other day and they said that they would be very keen to 
set up some sort of service to take people to the stadium. They said that they might even make it an event for the 
day, like when the minister travelled to Stadium Australia in Sydney by ferry. They said that we could have a ferry 
service whereby people could have a couple of drinks and something to eat, and make it part of a tourism event. 
But they cannot do it if they cannot tie up at the jetty. I do not think the jetty will be available for someone from 
Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club to tie up their big boat for the day and then go home. It has to be accessible to 
a lot of people. If we get that third ferry, there could be a component for the Public Transport Authority to run 
some sort of service from Elizabeth Quay that a lot of people would use. People might even come from some of 
the southern suburbs on the train, jump off at Elizabeth Quay and travel the second leg by ferry rather than go to 
the CBD and jump on a new train at the central station. They will have to do that, unless they are further south of 
the Kenwick line. Minister, this is mainly about clarification so that we can give members of the public some idea 
of what they can expect. 
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MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.13 am]: I thank the member for South Perth for 
his grievance. I will go through some notes, not my official notes, that I prepared earlier today about the issue. 
A total of $5 million was allocated to the provision of a public jetty adjacent to the Perth Stadium. The jetty was 
not part of the original project definition plan that was released by the member’s government and it was not part 
of the original plans. The jetty was added after several years, after discussions with precinct stakeholders. From 
the outset, this was intended to be a jetty for open watercraft use, not an exclusive ferry terminal for Transperth or 
government-funded ferry services. It is expected over time, with development around the Perth Stadium precinct, 
that it may become a 365 days-a-year attraction, but that is not what we are initially expecting. As the member 
knows, the jetty was funded by the Burswood Park Board and the project is managed by the Department of 
Transport. A tender for the construction of the jetty closed in late July and the submissions are being assessed. It 
is expected that the construction of the jetty will commence almost immediately after awarding the contract in 
coming months and the jetty will be completed in February 2018. 

There are a number of challenges involved in extending the Transperth network to this new jetty. The first is the 
cost—its financial viability—and, also, the need to dredge particular channels. Other constraints are the low height 
of the Causeway bridge, permits, licences and other costs associated with developing maritime infrastructure. That 
is why, as was planned under the former government, the jetty was just going to be used for other watercraft. 
I allude to the transport challenges of the stadium because they are important. The member for South Perth is a big 
supporter of the stadium, but upon entering government—I will put this pretty clearly—I did not believe that we 
had a comprehensive transport plan for the stadium. No-one was talking to each other, so I was surprised about 
the lack of awareness about the transport constraints from some of the key agencies looking after the stadium. My 
view was that the transport agencies were not properly involved early on. I understand that even former 
Ministers for Transport tried to get more involved but they were not allowed to be involved in the process. I have 
asked for a comprehensive transport plan for the stadium. I thought it would have been prepared. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: I went to all the meetings. The director general, Reece Waldock, was at all meetings. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: My understanding is that the constraints of weeknights were not properly understood by the 
operators of that stadium. It is a shock to people that there might be constraints on weeknight events at the stadium. 
Even in opposition, I was alerting people to that. Parts of government did not understand that there could be 
constraints on weeknight events, even when the bridge is constructed. 

Cycling is also a big part of the transport plan. I know it sounds a little out there, but the stadium is in a good 
location for cycling. I am getting an update on the cycling facilities there, whether we need more and how we will 
operate on game and event days. Because of its location, every person we can put on a bike means less pressure 
on our public transport system and our roads. There are public transport issues with not only the bridge, but also 
facilities on the city side and providing for the bus drop-off. We will make sure that there are some bus stands on 
the city side to allow the shuttle buses to travel from the CBD to the river. That was not funded by the previous 
government but it will be funded today. Of course there are issues with the bridge, public transport issues and cost 
recovery issues. It was not planned to have the stadium station open for every event at the stadium. I will outline 
that again: it was planned that the stadium station would not be open for some events. We are looking at that again 
because I do not think that events can be held at the stadium without that station being open. 

We are going through numerous issues. The ferries are one of them, as is making sure we get the right configuration 
for public transport and the challenges weeknights present. I am not sure whether anyone across the media 
understood that when we were talking about it in opposition. We will now be running shuttles back and forth from 
the city to the stadium potentially at peak times when we are trying to get people out of the city to the northern 
and eastern suburbs. These are enormous challenges. Another challenge is vehicle access. Where there was meant 
to be parking, people have now figured out that that presents challenges because volumes of people will be walking 
across the main route that the buses will be taking.  

It is a serious challenge and I am trying to work through every component of the issue. People did not speak with 
one another about this issue under the previous government—it is as clear as that. I know the member for 
South Perth is passionate about the stadium. I love his passion for sport and the stadium, but we must overcome 
big obstacles across government to get this properly managed. I have asked for a proper transport plan that takes 
into account all modes of transport whether it be walking, cycling, catching a ferry, public transport or driving 
a car—anything, even bridges, because this presents a serious transport challenge.  
The cost is another thing. All these things are good, but nothing was funded. Again, when we look at managing 
the budget, it is not only the cost of the stadium but the cost of transport. Every time we make a decision about an 
event, there is a public transport cost. That is something to remember. Every time that someone negotiates an 
event, there is a public transport cost that we need to figure out —  

Mr J.E. McGrath: That was all looked at. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was looked at, but I am telling you that it was not funded, and that is the problem with the 
stadium. As I said, the stadium will be spectacular to look at; it will be a great stadium. We are doing what we can 
to make it work so that people can get in and out in an effective time frame.  
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